Osteonecrosis of the femoral head in a family with hyperlipoproteinemia.
A family of four generations has been identified as having hyperlipoproteinemia as well as radiologic evidence of active or healed osteonecrosis of the femoral head. Sixteen family members were available for complete clinical, radiologic, and laboratory examination. Six living and two deceased members were found to have both conditions. Hyperlipoproteinemia should be considered in the differential diagnosis of the idiopathic osteonecrosis of the femoral head; some common pathogenetic factor may underlie these two conditions when they coexist in a familial pattern.